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OPINION
Which Path Will It Be? 

 November 4th is only so far away. With so much talk about lip-
stick on a pig and who owns how many houses, the 2008 presidential 
election has turned into a media 
circus. Wave goodbye to the days 
when imperative subjects, such as 
foreign policy and economic af-
fairs, were discussed.  Say hello to 
the days of debating whose name 
sounds Muslim and who is incapa-
ble of using a computer. These is-
sues have been the primary targets 
of the media.
 What are some of the is-
sues that matter? The economy. 
Congress has just passed a 700 bil-
lion dollar bailout (or “rescue 
plan”) to bail out all the soon-to-be 
bankrupt corporations on Wall 
Street. Another central issue is the 
debate of universal healthcare. 
Senator Barack Obama has stated 
he would institute government-
funded healthcare, while Senator John McCain has been an avid supporter 
of privatized healthcare. Obama’s plan involves an increase in taxes, but 
privatized healthcare makes the healthcare industry a business. And as a 
business, there is a profit involved with determining who gets healthcare 
and who gets denied. People who healthcare companies cannot make a 
profit on could ultimately be denied coverage. With the health-care sys-
tem a business, there is less incentive in keeping people healthy. 

 Another monumental issue is that of energy. The United States 
consumes 25% of the world’s oil supply. A fair amount of that oil comes 

from the Middle East, where the 
U.S.A. isn’t considered as one of 
the most popular of countries. John 
McCain has been an avid supporter 
of offshore drilling and drilling in 
places such as Alaska.  However, the 
U.S. only holds about roughly 3% 
of the world’s oil,  and it would take 
at least ten years for any rewards 
from drilling here to be seen. In an 
attempt for a solution, John McCain 
has shown enthusiasm towards al-
ternative fuel sources, such as nu-
clear power. 
 Barack Obama, on the other 
hand, is much more reluctant when 
it comes to offshore drilling, though 
he shows open-mindedness when it 
comes to the subject. Obama has 
said that if he is elected as Presi-

dent, he would reduce the overall oil consumption by at least 35%. That 
saves about 10 million barrels of oil a day. Senator Obama has been a 
supporter of bio-fuels and alternative fuel sources, such as wind and solar 
power. However, the technology to fully utilize these energy sources is 
not yet readily available, were the US to abandon oil immediately. There-
fore, similar to offshore drilling, it could take as long, or possibly even 
longer, to see any results from these energy sources. Obama has stated 
that he is okay with nuclear power, but there has to be a safe way to de-
posit the waste before he is willing to be fully supporting it.
 John McCain and Barack Obama have very different views on 
some issues, but are on the same page when it comes to others. However, 
there is no “correct” stance on any issue. There never will be. Whoever 
becomes the next president will be greeted with unfavorable criticism. 
Every president in the history of the United States of America has faced 
criticism, both good and bad. The 44th president won’t be treated any dif-
ferent; he will have to face the same. 
            With that said, never support a candidate running for any office 
based solely on political party, faith, or race. That is not going to fix the 
economy. That won’t help ease foreign relations with countries such as 
Iran and North Korea. That is not going to help this country progress in 
this ever-changing world. That is not going to allow the Constitution’s 
promise of a more perfect union to continue. 
 The only way these things will become reality is if people sup-
port a candidate based primarily on the issues that are presented. A candi-
date’s character,  while somewhat important, doesn’t decide if someone is 
fit to be president or not. President Bill Clinton’s character had him im-
peached, but was he a bad president? He left office with a surplus in 
treasury.  President Richard Nixon’s character resulted in his resignation 
papers on the desk of the oval office, but was he a bad president? His 
view on foreign policy was an important reason why the United States 
avoided nuclear war with the former Soviet Union. 
              America has reached a crossroad. On one path you have what the 
media circus is feeding the public, and on the other path you have the 
issues that will have a direct impact on not only this country as a whole, 
but on your daily life as well. Which path will it be?
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The Debates 

 After watching the September 27, 2008 Presidential debate, I 
feel that Obama won. Obama was enthusiastic and caught the audi-
ence’s attention. He clearly and comprehensively explained his posi-
tion regarding the questions. As an example, when Obama was attend-
ing to the crisis on Wall Street, he proposed to lower taxes for the mid-
dle class and to keep lower ranked people’s taxes the same. When the 
host asked McCain how he felt about Obama’s position, McCain beat 
around the bush by going into another subject.  Obama explained and 
defended himself from McCain’s scrutiny while still answering the 
question. It seems to me that McCain was trying too hard to attain the 
public’s favor and expressed why he should be president while Obama 
actually addressed the problem, explained it, and listed ways to make it 
better. Therefore, I believe he presented himself as the stronger candi-
date.

- Chris Patterson

 I believe Obama had the upper hand in the first debate and 
throughout the presidential campaign. When given a platform, McCain 
continuously changed the subject, trying to distract the American peo-
ple from the issues. For example, he started by talking about how Ken-
nedy was in the hospital while Obama jumped straight into the issues. I 
know my opinion may be quite biased because I am an Obama supporter, 

but it just seemed 
that throughout 
t h e d e b a t e , 
McCain was play-
ing tricks. Re-
garding the events 
at Wall and Main 
Street, Obama 
plans to return 
money to tax pay-
ers and help 
h o m e o w n e r s ; 
McCain, on the 
other hand, hopes 
to create jobs and 
stop our depend-

ence on foreign oil. The debate was filled with attacks from both candi-
dates in regard to the other’s plan. I feel like anything could happen in the 
next few debates to change this presidential track. It’s kind of hard to 
judge where we stand at this point.  

-Alika Potts

During the Vice Presidential debate, Biden seemed to be focused 
on the major topics that were previously addressed during the presidential 
debates. He restated that the middle class needs help—and quickly, refer-
ring to it as the “engine of the economy.” He was focused and answered 
the questions directly, whereas Palin either drifted from the subject matter 
or failed to address it entirely. Although Palin exceeded many people’s 
expectations, she merely repeated everything McCain said – to the extent 
she could not answer the questions conventionally.  To me, Palin sounded 
like a female version of Bush.  I honestly do not believe she is strong 
enough to be the Vice President of the United States,  because she cannot 
even properly discuss the present issues that are striking this country. Bi-
den, however, is coherent in what he says. Palin seems to be only saying 
whatever sounds good, without mentioning the specific actions that she 
would take to reconcile America. 

-Jessica McFadden

Palin, Dangerous?
Imagine if John McCain had cho-
sen a different candidate for vice 
president. Imagine that this can-
didate seemed like an okay per-
son, except that they couldn’t 
stand a certain group – one that 
encompasses 10 percent of the 
population. This candidate re-
peatedly tried to deny benefits 
that are given to the rest of the 
population, to be given to this 
group. This candidate also be-
longed to an institution that per-
formed rituals in hopes of con-
verting the group into people like 
them. In other words,  implying 
that they wish the group did not 
exist.

Guess what?  John McCain chose 
that candidate for vice president.

“You will be encouraged by the power of God's love and His 
desire to transform the lives of those impacted by homosexuality," reads 
the advertisement for a church conference found in the bulletin of Wasilla 
Bible Church, also known as Sarah Palin’s church. As if it wasn’t enough 
that she supported attempted amendments to the constitution to ban mar-
riage for gay people, she also tried to deny them the benefits that any 
straight couple could get, saying, “honoring the family structure is that 
important.” Oh, of course, Mrs. Palin. The family structure? Well, as long 
as it’s a man and a woman, no matter if they’re both on their 6th marriage 
and have 4 kids all from different marriages, it’s a much better family 
structure than a happy gay couple who have been together for twenty 
years. You are so right. Thank you for enlightening me, Governor Palin.
 But no! Merely denying rights to 1 out of 10 people in your 
population is not enough. Not by a long shot. More efforts must be made! 
We must make attempts to make sure that gay people will cease to exist! 
Because, of course, being in a happy relationship with a person you love 
is sinful! How could I not have thought of that? There is nothing that I 
would like more than for you to be in office. Kudos to you, Sarah Palin, 
for helping me see the light. 
 If you are straight, you may wonder why this has any relevance 
to you. And maybe you’re right. Maybe there isn’t any apparent reason 
for me, as a straight person, to care about whether gay people can get 
equal benefits or not. But why should I, or any of us, stand around ignor-
ing a problem like this? White people stood around for generations, 
watching African-Americans facing discrimination. Even if they didn’t 
agree with what was going on, well, it wasn’t their problem. This is the 
view that many of us in America have when it comes to gay rights. 
Maybe you don’t like the idea of guys holding hands or girls kissing. But 
surely, you can agree that people who are in love, no matter who they are, 
at least deserve marriage benefits? I’m not asking for your church to 
marry anybody. If a church wants to be homophobic, they can be. But is it 
really logical for a government that is supposed to give equal rights to just 
deny them in certain random circumstances? And is it right that when the 
time comes for the election in November, the United States of America – 
the land of the free and the home of the brave, may end up with a leader 
and a vice president who want to limit gay rights further?

Does it really make sense?

-John Branch
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Only the Good Die Young

An epidemic has spread throughout New Haven; parents all over 
the city are burying their children. Deaths are never easy, and when a 
death defies the natural pattern of life,  it’s even worse.  They say that 
burying your parents is amongst the hardest things one will ever have to 
do in life, yet and still, nothing can compare to the unimaginable pain that 
comes along with having to put your own child to rest. 
     More teens are dying due to unnatural causes now than ever be-
fore. This summer alone, I said goodbye to a friend, a classmate, and a 
nine year old cousin.  It was not their time to go-- they had their wholes 
lives ahead of them, and yet with the blink of an eye, they were gone, 
never to return. As hard as their deaths may have hit me,  I cannot fathom 
what it may have been like being any of their parents. 
      We are all aware the crime rates, we read the stories in the paper 
everyday, but none of it ever seems real to us, that is until it hits close to 
home. Losing someone can make it a lot easier to see there is something 
wrong,  but what can any of us do about it? How do we even begin to 
tackle issues so much bigger than ourselves? 
      It is easy to point fingers when a kid acts out, you blame the 
parents. But when a kid dies, who can you blame? As high school stu-
dents, we should be concerned with homework, test, and coronation ball-- 
instead we design dedication pages in our yearbook to commemorate a 
fallen classmate. 
      This is not a pattern that should be carried on nor taken lightly; 
we should be doing anything possible to put an end to it. The only prob-
lem is that no one seems to know how.

-Mariah Ortiz, photo from blogs.kansascity.com

What Would You Do?
  If you were on the subway and someone sitting across from you 
started to beat another passenger, what would you do? If you were the one 
getting beaten, wouldn't you want other people to help you? Onlookers 
did nothing while Dewayne Taylor was mercilessly beaten with a ham-
mer. Taylor was sleeping on the Broad Street subway in Philadelphia, on 
his way home from work, when Thomas Scantling, 26, entered the train. 
Thomas told his son sit down in a seat, and then proceeded to pull out a 
hammer from his backpack. Scantling attacked Dewayne for several min-
utes, while at least 10 other people on the subway sat and did nothing. 
Scantling dragged Dewayne onto the subway platform and beat him there 
before being detained by the local law enforcement. Police took Scantling 
into custody and charged him with assault, attempted murder, and related 
charges. Scantling had a previous criminal record, including a child rape 

charge in 2002. The case never went to trial, and the charges were 
dropped for unknown reasons. After being treated for head injuries and 

blood loss, Dewayne said after leaving the hospi-
tal,"I had no idea why he was attacking me, and 
I had to ask myself, why me?” 
Another person that did not receive any help 
from onlookers was a 78-year old man who was 
hit by a car in Hartford, Connecticut. The car 
struck him while he was crossing the street. The 
car then fled the scene, leaving the frail man 
motionless in the street. As numerous cars drove 
by and did nothing, he lay there, slowly dying. 
There were also people on the sidewalk; they 
noticed the man but did nothing. Only one per-
son called the police after several minutes. A 
man on a scooter even slowed down and circled 
the man on the street, but then drove away non-
chalantly as though he hadn’t seen anything. The 
entire scene was captured on a surveillance 
camera and is evidence that people would refuse 

to help a fellow human being in need. 
  Now think, what would you do if you were one of those people 
on the sidewalk? What if you saw a man slowly bleeding in the road as 
you drove by? Would you stop to help?  And what would you do if you 
were one of the passengers on the subway? Would you stand up and help? 
We all share a social obligation to aid those that are in trouble or less for-
tunate.  We must help, whether it is helping a man from getting beaten to 
death, or giving a homeless person some change - we must do something. 
Keeping alive a community is not necessarily much more than helping 
those around us. If we want to reap the benefits of society we must help 
it. Because society is the people. Because, one day you might be the per-
son asking for change, or the person getting beaten for no reason, or 
maybe you will have a heart attack, do you think yourself more elevated 
than those whose troubles you ignore?

-Solomon Botwick-Ries

Airport Insecurity
 
  After the 
terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001, 
the citizens of the 
United States finally 
understood the impor-
tance of airport secu-
rity. Other countries 
have had strict airport 
security and guide-
lines for many years 
while the United 
States remained rela-
tively lax. The public 
did not believe that 

anyone would dare to stage an attack, especially one of such monumental 
proportions, from one of our airports.  Immediately after 9/11,  the public 
panicked and rather random regulations were implemented. Now many 
complain about how long they have to wait. Instead,  they should be ap-
preciative that people are making the effort to ensure their safety. People 
seem to think that the more people working at the airport, the safer it is, 
but I think that if everyone did their job correctly, half of the workers 
would be needed. 
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 I fly to Israel three times a year.  Everyone flying out of that air-
port gets the third degree, and no, it does not take hours and hours. Why? 
Because the airport has trained profilers. They know whom to suspect. 
American security at the airport relies still primarily on metal detectors. I 
don’t believe our airport security has gotten better. We spend a lot of tax 
money for this security and to be honest,  I do not think we are doing an 
efficient job. 
 Here’s an example. Not long after 9/11, Mr. Brochin flew out 
from Hartford to Florida and nobody even bothered to check his luggage. 
Mr. Brochin said to himself  “Please, somebody, check my bag!” but no-
body did. When I talked to him, he said the only difference now is that 
they have more manpower with weapons whereas I think they should 
have more security guards to check bags. It is no wonder people are tell-
ing the U.S government get ready for another attack, because we have not 
fully learned from 9/11. I understand that people don’t want to wait three 
to four hours for security purposes, but the safety of thousands depend on 
it. 

-Shel Mizrahi

God’s Will or Global Warming?
Do Americans need to help the cause of global warming, or do 

we just wait for our faith to resolve it? John McCain’s pick for vice-
president, Sarah Palin, does not believe that man is contributing to global 
warming.  In an interview with ABC News, Palin stated, “Show me where 
I have ever said that there’s no absolute proof that where man has ever 
conducted or engaged in, has had any effect or no effect on climate 
change.” But in past conventions and press interviews, Palin did not be-
lieve that global warming was caused by human activity. "A changing 
environment will affect Alaska more than any other state, because of our 
location...I'm not one, though, who would attribute it to being man-
made." Palin vaguely stated in the past that the earth will only end by 
God’s will. To say that global warming is not caused by man and its 
products shows her ignorance on the issue entirely. 

 After disagreeing with the majority of the public on the cause of 
global warming, Palin tried to “change” her views by restating, "I believe 
that man's activities certainly can be contributing to the issue of global 
warming.” Palin is trying to disguise her views in order to manipulate 
people to her side. Palin being from Alaska, you would think that she 
would not want to contribute to global warming and destroy this planet 
any more. Her views embody the values of the Bush administration; I 
don’t know about you, but I do not want to see four or so more years of 
Bush inspired policies.

- Sha’Quan Taylor

NEWS

Same-Sex Marriage Legal in Connecticut

In August 2004, eight same-sex couples filed a lawsuit,  known 
as the Kerrigan vs. State of Connecticut case, seeking marriage licenses. 
Now four years later, these eight couples, along with gay activists all over 
the country, celebrated with joy upon hearing the Connecticut Supreme 
Court’s ruling.

It’s official: Con-
necticut has joined 
the ranks of Massa-
chusetts and Cali-
fornia in legalizing 
same-sex marriage. 
On Friday, October 
10, the state’s Su-
preme Court ruled 
in a 4-3 decision 
that same-sex cou-
ples have a consti-
tutional right to 
marry. Though 

Connecticut has been offering civil unions, which are marriage-like legal 
arrangements, for same-sex couples since 2005, the Supreme Court ruled 
that these are not acceptable substitutes for the marriage rights every cou-
ple should be entitled to, and violates the constitutional promise of equal 
protection under the law.    
    The ruling, which will take effect on October 28, was welcomed 
by most,  but dissatisfied others. In a statement released just moments 
after the Court’s ruling, Governor Jodi Rell said that while she doesn’t 
support the Supreme Court’s decision, she isn’t going to fight it. “I do not 
believe [the Supreme Court’s] voice reflects the majority of the people of 
Connecticut. However, I am also firmly convinced that attempts to re-
verse this decision,  either legislatively or by amending the state Constitu-
tion, will not meet with success.” 
      Ever since the civil union law was established in 2005, about 
1,800 same-sex couples have gone and obtained a civil union. Though 
these unions are better than nothing, they left many dissatisfied. Many 
couples claimed that these unions left them with a feeling of being not 
quite married, but not quite single either.  All this is going to change now 
that the state has legalized same-sex marriage. 

-Jiayi Ying

THE PROCLAMATION                                                             5                                                                         OCTOBER  2008



 A Model Republican?
The first woman to run on a Republican Presidential ticket (and 

the second woman after 1984 Democratic candidate Geraldine Ferraro, to 
run for Vice President for a major party), John McCain's running mate 
Sarah Louise Heath Palin was also the first ever female governor of 

Alaska, in addition to 
being its youngest when 
she was sworn in at age 
42 in 2006.  Palin, born in 
Idaho, moved to Alaska 
with her family when she 
was only a baby. She 
grew up in Wasilla, a 
small town with a popu-
lation of less than 9,000 
people, located 45 miles 
north of Anchorage. She 
first entered politics in 
1992, winning a seat on 
the Wasilla City Council, 
b e f o r e 
g o i n g 
o n t o 
become 
t h e 
t o w n ' s 
m a y o r 
f o u r 

years later. After two terms in office, she had earned 
statewide recognition by pursuing the nomination for 
lieutenant governor. But she lost by about 2,000 votes. 
Palin has no national experience and less than two years 
of experience as governor,  but she is not embarrassed 
about that. "That's a healthy thing," she said. "That 
means my perspective is fresher."
 Described by most as a model Republican, 
Palin describes herself as against same-sex marriage, 
although she claims to have good friends who are gay. In 
2006 while running for governor, she said she would 
support a ballot initiative that denied benefits to same 
sex couples. But her first veto as governor shot down 
such a bill. (Palin said she vetoed it because the Alaska Supreme Court 
deemed it unconstitutional, not because she supports gay marriage rights.) 
She is Christian and pro-life, but also a supporter of birth control.  She's a 
member of Feminists for Life (FFL), an anti-abortion, pro-contraception 
organization. In 2002, she wrote a letter to FFL stating: “I have adamantly 
supported our cause since I first understood, as a child, the atrocity of 
abortion." She supports the teaching of creationism in public schools, 
alongside evolution. She is also a lifelong member of the National Rifle 
Association and supports the constitutional right to bear arms.  
 When twenty years old, Palin was crowned Miss Wasilla (her 
Alaskan hometown and current object of governance) and was a runner-
up for the title Miss Alaska. She enjoyed moose hunting and sports as a 
child, and is currently a self-proclaimed “hockey mom”. 
 In January, Palin wrote in a New York Times piece that polar 
bears are worthy of our utmost efforts to protect them and their Arctic 
habitat. But adding polar bears to the nation's list of endangered species, 
as some are now proposing, should not be part of those efforts." In May, 
the Alaskan governor opposed the Interior Department's listing of polar 
bears as threatened, and prompted the ire of environmentalists and animal 
rights activists. In August, Palin, who has long advocated opening the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to drilling, rallied her fellow Alaskan 
officials to sue Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, arguing that extend

ing protection to polar bears under the Endangered Species Act is unwar-
ranted and will hinder Alaska's gas industry and offshore drilling devel-
opment. 
 Despite this biography, she is often accused of being inexperi-
enced, having been through only two major elections. Most agree that she 
was a choice made by McCain to counter Obama’s popular qualities,  such 
as comeliness, wit and down-to-earth tone.
   
-Michael Soukkhoumalay

AIG Bailed Out by Government
 AIG, the insurance giant whose stock value dropped by more 
than 50% on September 15th, avoided bankruptcy as it was announced the 
next day that the federal government will bail them out. The bailout cost 
the Federal Reserve about $85 billion. The announcement came out just 
days after the government bailed out mortgage companies Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, which cost about $200 billion. AIG is the world’s larg-
est insurance company, and with the $85 billion agreement the Federal 
Reserve now has a 79.9% stake in the company. The initial bailout wasn’t 

enough to save 
the company 
though, as AIG 
asked the gov-
ernment for ad-
ditional money 
just a month 
later. The com-
pany received 
another $37.8 
billion loan from 
the government 
on Thursday, 
October 9th. AIG 

isn’t the only company that has been struggling. Not only were Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac also bought out,  but Lehman Brothers Holdings 
Inc., another large bank, declared bankruptcy as the Federal Reserve re-
fused to help. 

-John Branch
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FEATURES
Congratulations Class of 2008!
 Gradua-
tion seems like a 
long time ago, 
but to many, the 
memories will 
never fade: of the 
seniors of Wilbur 
Cross gathered 
with their friends 
and family mem-
bers on the foot-
ball field, con-
gratulating each 
other for their 
achievements, of people eagerly 
pointing at the plane flying 
across the sky holding the banner 
“Congratulations WC Class of 
2008”, of Dean Chen trying to 
finish his endless speech,  but 
most importantly,  of the gradu-
ates receiving their high school 
diplomas from their guidance 
counselors—symbolizing their 
freedom as high school graduates 
and tickets to their future.
 Anthony Bethea, the senior class 
president of class of ‘08, started the 
graduation ceremony with, “So, cut the 
small talk and let’s graduate!” Shira Win-
ter delivered her speech as valedictorian, 
expressing how much she had learned and 
gained by attending Wilbur 
Cross and being involved 
in a diverse community. 
Afterward, Dean Chen 
delivered his speech as 
salutatorian, followed by 
the president of the Student 
Council,  Torrese Ouellette, 
who argued for more lead-
ers and fewer politicians. 
To conclude the ceremony, 
the seniors approached the 
stage and received their 
high school diplomas.
 As the graduation 
slowly came to an end, the 
seniors and their family 
members left the football 
field, taking their happy, sad, 
and unforgettable memories of Cross with them. 

Farewell and Good luck, Class of 2008!

-Ziqiang Guan, photos by: India Moye and others
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TRADICIONES MEXICANAS
 Patriótico, folklórico 
y colorido estuvo el gran evento 
celebrado el mes de septiembre en 
la avenida Blatcheley #115 con 
motivo de las fiestas patrias de 
México.
El evento cultural tuvo la participa-
ción de diversos grupos artísticos 
de origen ecuatoriano y mexicano, 
pero el momento más esperado por 
la gente fue la actuación de la gran 
camada de Tetlanohcan Tlaxcala; 
México que se distingue por sus 
danzantes ̈ charros .̈
 Al acudir con el en-
cargado de la camada de baile el Sr. 
Lorenzo Cuapio nos dijo: ̈ el car-
naval es una bella tradición tlaxcal-
teca que se realiza tres veces al año 
el cinco de mayo, el 16 de sep-
tiembre y el 4 de octubre. Surgió 
durante la estancia de los españoles 

en México como un ritual en el que los indígenas se burlaban de sus patrones 
usando atuendos semejantes a ellos (españoles),actualmente los ̈ charros  ̈lucen 
una vestimenta muy hermosa conformada por una capa bordada con grandes 
rosas y un águila al centro (escudo mexicano), un sombrero con aproximada-
mente 60 plumas de avestruz (pintadas de distintos colores) y máscara de madera 
semejante al rostro de un español entre otros accesorios, obteniendo un total de 
$2,000 por todo el vestuario. 
 Nuestros danzantes bailan sones llamados ̈ francesas o cuatro esta-
ciones  ̈que son interpretadas con instrumentos de viento.̈
 El carnaval tlaxcalteca lleva aproximadamente cinco años efectuándose 
en New Haven y se gastan alrededor de $5,000  para llevarse a cabo, ya que los 
organizadores tratan de que las familias se lleven la mejor impresión  y un bonito 
recuerdo  de un maravilloso espectáculo como lo es el carnaval tlaxcalteca.
¡Asistir al carnaval es disfrutar de la riqueza cultural de Tlaxcala México!

-Shelma Arias

Why You Drive Toaster?
Back in 2002, Scion gave birth to the 1.5-Liter-Cylinder,  16-

valve, DOHC Scion BBX. It might not look like a Ferrari or produce the 
power of a Porsche, but clearly it has the decent mpg.  Ladies and gentle-
men, I present you nothing but a box. Consumers report that BBX is 
really fun to drive and appears to be quite useful in domestic circum-
stances, essentially bringing success to Toyota. Many, however, were left 
unhappy. For 2008, 
consumers asked Scion 
to increase the size of 
its drivable boxes, and 
so it has happened. 
Scion totally redes-
igned its boxes into xB, 
which, according to 
many, now has less of a 
boxy shape. 

The surgery 
helped. Scion now 
looks far more attrac-

tive to the eye. Internally, xB has also improved. It now features a full 
electric steering, which removes all the necessary fluids, belts, and other 
parts. With a facelift, Scion also increased the overall performance of xB 
by a significant 50%. xB now features the 2.4-liter engine, and has 155 
horses under the hood. The car has two transmissions available—a four 
speed automatic with manual shifting, and a five-speed manual.

Certainly,  Scion xB,  seems to be moving forward with im-
provements. However, there are a couple of big drawbacks to consider. 
Some people still think that these cars look awful. Yes, they are useful 
and the mpg is high,  but who in the world came up with that design?  The 
look is not the only problem in the car; according to consumers,  xB has a 
slight problem with its transmission.  The automatic seems to work al-
right, but when it 
comes to four-speed 
manual, it seems to 
kick down a lot espe-
cially from fourth to 
third gear. It is also 
very dark inside the 
car, and quite a few 
customers are seeking 
extra dome lights. 
Handling the car is 
also not exactly a 
dream – the car is 
quite stiff.  You can still 
hear Europeans on American streets shouting things to the effect of, 
“Why you drive toaster?” Nonetheless, if you think that this is your type 
of car, Toyota dealership offers a new Scion xB for approximately 
$20,000 nationwide.

-Edgar Pliaskis

Ask Norma.
“‘Excuse me’, 
two simple 
words, before 
interrupting. That 
won’t kill you, 
trust me!!! While 
your at it, throw-
ing in a “please” 
and “thank you” 
has never been 
known to hurt 
anyone either.”
 
This is the sign 
that greets anyone 

who walks into Norma Jean D’Amato’s office. Her career at Cross started 
after she had worked at the Mayor’s office.  When her son was born she 
decided to be a stay-at-home mom. But two years later took the opportu-
nity to work a part-time job at Cross. Her intentions were only to be here 
for a little while, but here she is– thirteen years later as the principal’s 
assistant, or “The Go-To Person”, as the principal likes to call her.
 A go-to person like her must have lots of responsibilities.  Her 
basic day in the office partially consists of two sheets of paper containing 
thirty-nine of her responsibilities. Thirty-nine– not even including the 
updated list of her duties!

 “My favorite part of the day is doing things for people. I like 
doing things for the staff and for the students. I like to be hands-on, I like 
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to participate,” she said. Besides being the principal’s assistant, Norma 
participates in helping and interacting with the students. She has coordi-
nated events such as orientations, open houses, “Teacher Appreciation”, 
fundraising, Applet Court Hearings. Some of her own awards include 
“The Pride” award for physical education in athletics, awards for out-
standing service to students, three mentorship awards, the “2004 Mayor 
DeStefano City Star Program Award”, some recognition awards, and a 
1999 certificate of appreciation award. She is truly known as the “Office 
Manager Extra ordinate”.

She also does awards for the Special Ed students and serves as a 
mentor for students in the “Start on Success Program”. As you can see, 
she greatly enjoys helping the students, especially helping them get 
through any situation that they are going through. If a student’s family 
was put through a fire and lost everything, she would start a fund and 
present the family with a check. When a student came to her because he 
did not have the money to go to prom, she willingly made phone calls to 
various places, got the money and ensured that it was possible for the 
student to have the night of his life.

Some of her tasks around the school consists of taking care of all 
the principal’s work (scheduling, phone calls, appointments, etc.), taking 
care of the weekly payrolls for the whole building, making sure the time 
sheets for the part time people are done correctly, and other tasks that 
help keep the school running. If you go to her with a question she can’t 
answer, she makes sure she finds the answer.  The anonymous quote 
“wisdom is not knowing all the answers but knowing where to find them” 
well describes her work ethic. She loves searching for answers and being 
active; she is never tired of doing her job.  “If you love something, you 
don’t get tired of it. I love my job and I enjoy what I do.” 

There is so much that Norma does and gives of herself to so 
many, but few know about them, and she prefers it that way!

-Uniese Rivera

You Say Goodbye and I Say Hello
ERIC BARBARITO. Believe it or not, our new assistant principal, Mr. 

Barbarito, is also a skilled 
football coach. He worked 
at Hillhouse for ten years as 
the head football coach and 
taught physical education. 
Barbarito has led teams that 
won two state champion-
ships—one in 2002 and the 
other in 2006. As you can 
imagine from his impres-
sive record of football ac-
complishments,  Mr. Bar-
barito has a great interest in 
sports other than football, 

including golf and skiing.
 Mr. Barbarito became an assistant principal at Metropolitan 
Business Academy last year and took the position here at Cross this year. 
He is very familiar with Cross; in fact,  he was here 16 years ago as a sub-
stitute, back in 1992. Sixteen years later, Mr. Barbarito is back again and 
surprisingly, he does not see major changes in Cross aside from a more 
diverse student body and a younger teaching staff.  Not so surprisingly, the 
diverse student body is one of his favorite things about Wilbur Cross.  

BERNARD HULIN. Dr. 
Hulin worked as a research 
scientist at a drug company 
before becoming a teacher. 
This is Hulin’s first year at 
Wilbur Cross High School, 
but he has also taught at East 
Haven High School for two 
years. Hulin enjoys working 
at Wilbur Cross thus far, and 
believes that the staff and stu-
dents are one of the greatest 

assets due to their hospitality. 
Although being a new teacher is often found to be difficult,  Dr. Hulin is 
eager to overcome any nearby challenges and presently enjoys his time at 
Wilbur Cross High School.

ANDREW KELSEY. This is 
Mr. Kelsey’s first full year of 
teaching. “Work hard,” Kelsey 
says to his students,  “this is the 
most important time of your 
lives. This is where you set the 
foundation for the rest of your 
life.” Here is something you 
don’t know about Mr. Kel-
sey—he was invited to join the 
U.S. Olympic Ski Team in 
2003! This graduate from Le-
high University in Pennsylvania says that he has had an excellent experi-
ence in the school thus far, and he is impressed with everything that has 
been occurring in the Wilbur Cross community. 

JOHN ISAACS. Mr. Isaacs, 
has had a whopping five ca-
reers in his life so far. He first 
worked for United Technolo-
gies in management training, 
handled his own retail shoe 
business for ten years, got into 
commercial real estate, got 
involved in experiential edu-
cation, and currently has been 
teaching for the last 60 days. 
“Be honest and work hard”, is 

the advice Isaacs gives to the 
students. “I’ve had a great time so far with the students and with the 
school; it’s a bigger place than I’m used to.”

MELINA HONG. Ms. Hong is a 
new Chemistry teacher at Wilbur 
Cross. Prior to working here, she 
taught Chemistry at Martin Luther 
King High School in Philadelphia. 
One of the reasons she came to 
Cross was to be closer to her fam-
ily. Hong expresses great adoration 
for Wilbur Cross, partly due to the 
large and diverse student popula-
tion,  which makes working at 
Cross more motivational and en-
joyable
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KYLE BROOKS. Mr. Brooks 
is a new biology teacher at 
Wilbur Cross this year. Origi-
nally from Michigan, he 
graduated from Yale Univer-
sity, majoring in Biology. This 
is his first year teaching. 
When asked why he wanted to 
become a teacher, he revealed 
that he wants to have an im-
pact students. He described 
his overall experience at 
Cross as good so far, though 

there were some challenging moments. He finds Cross as a great school 
and wants to pass a piece of advice to the students: “Maintain focus. 
There’s always time to hang out with friends, but do the work.”

JEREMY BARNES. 
As you may already 
know, Wilbur Cross 
has found a new band 
instructor, Mr. Bar-
nes, to replace the 
s ix-year facu l ty 
member Mr. Pickett. 
Mr. Barnes,  origi-
nally from Orlando, 
Florida, moved to 
Connecticut one year 
ago and now lives 
with his wife in New 
Haven. Barnes has studied for five years at the University of Central Flor-
ida and has earned a B.A. in Music Performance. Mr. Barnes can play a 
vast variety of instruments, from brass to percussion to woodwinds. His 
chief instrument is the trombone,  but he also greatly enjoys playing the 
trumpet, baritone, and jazz piano. Outside of the world of music, Mr. 
Barnes finds pleasure in watching movies and playing with his dog. He is 
also very keen of playing video games—and he is not ashamed to admit 
it.

EDEN STEIN. Dr. Stein is 
the new U.S. History 1 
teacher at Wilbur Cross. She 
has been a teacher for many 
years, though this is her first 
year teaching at the high 
school level.  She finds it 
much more intellectually 
stimulating – both for teach-
ers and for students. Coming 
here by choice, the new envi-
ronment is a positive change 
for Dr. Stein. Though her first 

week at Cross was overwhelm-
ing, she quickly began to adjust and became active and involved in the 
community. Having previously worked at Worthington Hooker Middle 
School, Dr. Stein not only comes across new faces,  but also recognizes 
many familiar ones. Seeing the change in her old students,  she is im-
pressed by how much they’ve matured and grown over the years. 

DANIELLE UPTON. Ms. Upton may 
be new to some students but is a famil-
iar face to others. Prior to teaching here 
at Cross,  she taught at both the Sound 
School and CT Scholars. She came to 
Cross because of its bigger population 
and fuller academic programs had been 
appealing. Ms. Upton has always 
taught math and is currently teaching 
Geometry and Algebra 2.  She decided 
to pursue a career relating to math be-
cause she has had a good experience in 
high school while attending West Ha-
ven High. She enjoys working with the 
diversified student body and in the posi-
tive environment that both the Wilbur Cross staff and students provide. It 
isn’t that hard to do well in math class, “just do your math homework”, 
she says.

MICHAEL SELEARIS. Mr. Selearis has 
been working in the school system for the 
last ten years. He has not only gone right 
from college into teaching, but he has also 
been involved in arm wrestling since he 
was seventeen years old. In fact,  he is a 
World Champion arm wrestler.  Now, how 
many teachers do you know can say that? 
“Know what you want,” Selearis tells stu-
dents, “establish the goals you want to 
achieve and take action towards those 
goals.”

CHARLES PERROTTI. Mr. 
Perrotti, a new addition to the 
English teaching staff at Wilbur 
Cross this year, started his 
teaching career after graduating 
from the University of Con-
necticut. He previously taught at 
Hamden High School, but 
wanted to work in a more urban 
environment, with a more di-
verse student population. Cross 

was his choice. Though this is his 
first year here, he already likes Cross a lot. His advice to his students: 
“Work hard, and be respectful.”

ORAH BILMES. Ms. Bilmes is 
a new US History teacher at 
Wilbur Cross this year. She be-
gan her career at JFK High 
School in Berlin, Germany. Be-
fore coming to Cross, she 
worked at Central High School 
in Rhode Island. Bilmes’ experi-
ence at Wilbur Cross has been 
enjoyable thus far. Her classes 
are located in different class-
rooms all over the building–from 
the second floor B wing to the V wing–making her feel like she is part of 
the student body. Ms. Bilmes’ advice to her students is, “always try your 
best.”
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MICHELE RYAN. 
Ms. Ryan is the new 
replacement for the 
former guidance coun-
selor Mr. Burns, whom 
took his leave at the 
conclusion of the ’07-
‘08 school year.  
 M s . Ry a n 
majored in English 
and minored in Psy-
chology at Dowling 
College, and achieved 
her M.A. in School 

Counseling at C.W. 
Post of Long Island University. Preceding her arrival at Wilbur Cross, 
Ryan was employed as a guidance counselor from 2001-2007 at Metro-
politan Business Academy “I only saw my guidance counselor to select 
my classes while I was in high school,” Ryan said in interview “I had no 
idea guidance counselors could help outside of the scope of academic 
needs. Looking back,  I wish I could have had someone to help me aside 
from choosing classes.  That is why I became a guidance counselor—to be 
someone to help students with academic needs as well as emotional.” 
 Ms. Ryan wants start running an emotional counseling group at 
Wilbur Cross and become a class advisor. She expressed her happiness as 
a new member of the Wilbur Cross community, greatly due to the fact the 
students are not only diverse racially,  but by interests and academic lev-
els, as well.  Ryan believes this results in Wilbur Cross being an appealing 
and motivating atmosphere. 

JAMES PECHETTE. With the 
resignation of Mr. Calarco,  Wilbur 
Cross counselor Mrs. Monahan 
has been appointed head of the 
guidance department beginning the 
’08-’09 school year. All of her 
previously assigned students be-
low senior year have been referred 
to Mr. Pechette, a first year guid-
ance counselor.
 Mr. Pechette has received 
a B.A. in Psychology and M.A. in 
School Counseling at Western 
Connecticut University .
 “I originally was going to 
major in Biology, intending to go 
into the medical field, but immedi-
ately fell in love with Psychology 
after my first class. I realized there was no future in Psychology unless 
you continue your studies to a Doctorate level though, and decided to 
continue in Counseling.” Pechette explained
 Preceding his assignment as a permanent guidance counselor at 
Wilbur Cross, Mr. Pechette worked a full year internship at Conte Middle 
School and a half year internship at Wilbur Cross while achieving his 
Masters Degree. 
  In interview, Pechette spoke about never having a relationship 
with his guidance counselor in high school. He admitted he only once sat 
down with his counselor to talk to him during his senior year. Pechette 
went as a very common bewildered student, not fully knowing what to do 
from high school forward. Regretful of this, Pechette aspires to build a 
gradual relationship with his students and influence them positively dur-
ing their duration at Wilbur Cross. 
  “I’m looking forward to ensuring every student under my wing 
goes to college.” Pechette said

 Hopefully, Mr.Pechette’s enthusiasm as a new addition to Wilbur 
Cross will be conveyed and shared with the students of his department 
this unfolding year.  

Written by: Michael Soukkhoumalay, Jiayi Ying, Janet Yi, Christine Ran-
dall,  Edgar Pliaskis, Ziqiang Guan, Shawnese Turner and Faith Kim, 
photos by Joel Flecha

GEAR UP Summer Shorts
The GEAR UP program, as many may have heard, is a 

program aimed to help students enhance academics, prepare them 
for SAT, college, and others.  The program came to Wilbur Cross 
with its grants initially in 1999.  However, it wasn’t until 07-08 
that Cross officially opened an office in the building.  Over the past  
summer, GEAR UP summer program offered academics and other 
subjects for students; one of them was journalism. The following 
section is composed of seven selected articles that various GEAR 
UP summer journalism students wrote.

Hip-Hop Uncensored 
Why is it that whenever a tragedy happens, everyone blames 

vocal musicians? When young teens go out, they carry certain swags and 
dress codes, because of music videos. Their vocabulary changes - the type 
of language that young adults in our country have now is completely vul-
gar. Hip-hop is known for this vulgar language and very controversial 
lyrics. But whom should we blame? The hip-hop genre? The artists?  Or 
the teens themselves, who ultimately decide to try to be like their favorite 
artist?
           What are the parents doing when their children (not young adults) 
are watching music videos? What are the parents doing when they let 
their teen buy an uncensored CD? Nothing! Parents nowadays just let 
their teen do whatever they want. So, who are they to complain about hip-
hop’s vulgar language when they allow their teen to buy an uncensored 
CD? It makes no sense that parents are blaming the music industry for 
their own lack of responsibility. 
           If your children are cussing, acting up, and lacking respect for you, 
it is obvious that you need to be more involved in your child’s life. It is 
obvious that you need to start paying attention and taking more control. 
It’s not hip-hop’s fault for your lack of natural responsibility.

-Lillian Negron

The Guardian Angels Come to 
New Haven

Over the summer, a group called The Guardian Angels expanded 
their patrol in New Haven—from Edgewood Avenue to Winthrop Ave-
nue—because of a recent collection of shootouts. So, who are the Guard-
ing Angels? 

The group, founded by Curtis Sliwa in 1979, watches the streets 
and rides the transit to inspect the activities occurring in the neighbor-
hood. The uniforms they wear to represent the organization consist of red 
berets and red jackets or white T-shirts with the Guardian Angels logo, an 
eye inside a shield with wings. The Guardian Angels have a slightly dif-
ferent method of patrolling the streets; the use of guns is prohibited. They 
are instead trained with focus on basic first aid, martial arts, law, conflict 
resolution, and communication. 
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With these skills at hand, the Guardian Angels came to contrib-
ute to Edgewood Avenue, a street with too much violence with little aid 
from the police. 
The group has 
t w e n t y - f i v e 
members in 
New Haven, 
patrolling sev-
eral times per 
week. Their 
goal is to seek 
neighborhood 
safety for the 
people of the 
community. A 
local citizen, 
referred to as 
“Sweetie Pie”, 
recently joined the Guardian Angels and stated her interest in the mission: 
“We wanted to stop the violence, we didn’t  like the violence going on, and we 
need to teach this world how to be peaceful.” 

-Jodean Cuevas

Fair Haven History
  The main routes of Fair Haven are Grand Avenue, Blachley Ave-
nue, and Ferry Street. The Momauguin tribe of Quinnipiac Native Ameri-
cans initially used Fair Haven land for farming and  producing oysters 
with other various harbor products. In earlier days,  the area was referred 
to as “Farmes”, “East Farmes”, “The Neck”, “Dragon”, and “Clam 
Town”. It is said that today’s version of the name originated by Captain 
Richard Russell, whom was so pleased by the sight of the harbor that he 
called it “Fayre Haven”.  One year later,  the area was retitled “Fair Ha-
ven”. By the year 1784, it had become a part of the city New Haven. 

-Farlin Morel

Dixwell, Whalley, Goffe: More Than Streets

      During the 17th century, several British judges sentenced King Char-
les I to death and ordered Oliver Cromwell to obtain his position. Follow-
ing Cromwell’s death, King Charles II ascended to the throne. He then 
issued death 
warrants for 
all the living 
judges who 
contributed to 
his father’s 
death sen-
tence..  Some 
were caught, 
most fled.
     Of them, 
three ul t i-
mately ended 
up in New 
Haven. Two 
e x - B r i t i s h 
judges,  Ed-
ward Whalley and his son-in-law William Goffe,  had fled to a cave in the 
wilderness to avoid being captured by the British. To their benefit,  they 
were aided by the local anti-royalist Richard Sperry, whom secretly car-
ried food up to the rock to feed the fugitives.

     Whalley and Goffe lived in the rock for a few months until being re-
united with the third judge, John Dixwell. The “Three Judges’ Cave” 
where Whalley,  Goffe, and Dixwell hid is now commonly known as part 
of the West Rock Ridge State Park. Now when you drive along Whalley 
Avenue or Goffe Street, you know the story behind it.
     The setting of this park has been memorialized in many artists’ paint-
ings, notably those of Frederic E. Church and George Henry Durrie. Dur-
rie’s paintings of the 1850’s nearly always had West Rock in the back-
ground. They were in such high demand that Currier & Ives reproduced 
more than a dozen of his paintings and lithographs in the 1860’s. The 
judges Goffe, Whalley,  and Dixwell, could have sat upon the rocks cap-
tured in the paintings of the present state park and seen at least a mile 
distance. 
     As you can imagine by looking at the street names, titles are generally 
not simply given. Goffe, Whalley, and Dixwell were components of a 
significant historical event, perhaps more than any other street that you 
may come across in New Haven. You can take the opportunity to go be-
yond what you see daily in New Haven by visiting the New Haven Col-
ony History Museum, and gain greater knowledge and awareness of what 
fascinating facts are hidden beneath the exterior.

-Jerome Richardson

Quitting Over Principle 

 July 6, 2008: At the North Carolina State Department of Agricul-
ture,  laboratory manager L.F.  Eason refused to lower the U.S. and North 
Carolinian flags for deceased Senator Jesse Helms. Helms holds a history 
of opposing progressive regulations concerning race, including Voting 
Rights Act and Civil Rights Act of 1964, stating it as “the single most 
dangerous piece of legislation ever introduced in the Congress.” Helms’ 
“doctrine of negativity, hate,  and prejudice” resulted in Eason’s firm dis-
approval. Eason opted to withdraw from the Department of Agriculture 
on behalf of his personal beliefs rather than to lower the flags. 
 “I was not given a choice,” Eason said. “I was told if I lowered 
the flags completely or raised them up, I would be fired.” 
 Eason believes what he did was right. Although there is an evi-
dent party opposed to his decision, many find this incident inspiring and 
draw a lesson from it—so long as you fight for what you believe in, you 
will never regret your actions.

-Darren Smith

Fashion Fine 
 Beginning in Louisiana, pants below the hip that show under-
wear have been banned in some places, and laws outlawing them are cur-
rently being proposed nationwide. 
 Sagging 
pants are now 
against the law in 
Delcambre, LA, a 
small town eighty 
miles southwest 
of Baton Rouge, 
and  wearing 
them can result in 
a $500 fine to a 
six-month sen-
tence. 
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 “We used to wear long hair, but I don’t think our trends were 
ever as bad as sagging,” said Mayor Carol Broussard. 
 Jamarcus Marshall, a high school sophomore in Mansfield, LA, 
is strongly opposed to the new law. 
 “It’s up to the person who’s wearing the pants,” Marshall says.
 Although Marshall feels the law should not be passed, many 
citizens feel differently. Shem Providence, another high school student, 
said he believes people sometimes go too far with the length of their pants 
below their waist, and forget the reason why people initially began wear-
ing baggy pants. 
 Low pants were never meant to be fashionable. It was originally 
a statement made in prison. Prisoners wear their pants very low due to the 
fact that belts are prohibited because they can easily be used to hang one-
self and others. 

-Jerome Richardson

ARTS
10,000 BC, or Whatever Year it Was
 While “10,000 BC” (Ronald Emmerich) amused and enchanted 
many by the astonishing special effects and drama presented in the com-
mercials, one who values historical relevance would not dare withstand a 
painstaking 60 seconds of it. Did the producers simply throw a dart at a 
board of dates and 10,000 B.C. was the final result? While the vibe and 
frills of “10,000 BC” were captivating, the enthusiasm was quickly dis-
tracted by the inaccuracy of the 
movie, leaving it more of a 
flight of the imagination than a 
historical production. 
 The movie begins in 
retrospect of the protagonist, 
D’Leh (Steven Strait), and 
Evolet (Camilla Belle) in the 
mountains of an arctic tundra. 
Evolet is brought into the tribe 
as an abandoned girl of another 
village. The people bring her to 
the tribe elder with mysterious, 
unfailing foresight and it is 
predicted through Evolet that 
warlords will soon invade their 
village. However she and her 
untold husband will lead them 
into peace. The retrospect then 
skips to D’Leh and other tribe 
youth playing. D’Leh tries to congratulate a peer with a friendly fist jab 
(the prehistoric version of the “high-five”), but is denied because his fa-
ther abandoned their people and is viewed as a traitor. D’Leh leaves the 
group and is approached by Evolet, another outcast. After realizing their 
shared status and bonding for several moments, he swears his love to her.   
 The movie continues about ten years later and Evolet, D’Leh’s 
fiancé, is kidnapped by warlords as a slave. D’Leh gathers hunters of his 
tribe to travel endless bounds to rescue her. D’Leh and his tribe travel off 
their mountain into the rain-forest,  grasslands,  plains, and finally desert 
land where the warlords reside. To quicken the plot,  presumably the writ-
ers placed the regions in very close, unfeasible proximity to each other. 
The scenery, however, remained realistic, shot in Namibia, South Africa, 
and several parts of New Zealand (make no mistake—if the scenery of 
various sections of the movie seemed unbelievably like that of “The Lord 

of the Rings” trilogy, it is because “10000 BC” was recorded in the exact 
same regions of New Zealand.) While D’Leh’s tribe pursued, they were 
joined by other tribes attacked by the warlords. By the end of the movie 
they had formed a gigantic coalition of warriors. They came across many 
tools and sights along their way, ships (4,000 BCE) with triangular sails 
(1600 CE), metalwork (5,500 BCE) including bow and arrows, pyramids 
(2630 BCE), paper maps, non-indigenous corn and chili peppers, and 
domesticated wooly mammoths and horses. These inaccuracies appear 
steadily throughout the film until D’Leh finally rescues Evolet. It easily 
stray the audience’s concentration from the plot,  making the film increas-
ingly more absurd until the point it no longer deserves attention. 
 In reality, 10,000 BC was marked by the progressive end of 
hunting and gathering and progressing sedentary society. To the unobser-
vant eye, “10,000 BC” could be considered a very well produced film. To 
the history geek,  or even one with knowledge above seventh grade, it 
would seem like the writer did not bother to simply Google “10,000 BC”. 
While the many sights,  ethnic background music, and brilliant recreation 
of extinct mammals will win the hearts of many, “10,000 BC” does not 
deliver to those enthused by untainted history.  

-Christine Randall 

Land of the Dead.

“Land of the Dead” is yet another one of George A. Romero’s 
acclaimed zombie movies. As the title suggests, we are introduced to a 
post-apocalyptic world infested with reanimated corpses. The last surviv-
ing refugees have barricaded themselves inside a small city in Pennsylva-
nia. Supply runs are made to the surrounding area with armored vehicles. 
Strangely, however, the living dead are not the main focus of the film. 

Unlike Romero’s previous films such as “Dawn of the 
Dead” and “Day of the Dead,” they have a relatively 
small role in the main plot.
In the first few minutes of the movie, we are intro-
duced to the operators of the Dead Reckoning, an ar-
mored assault vehicle designed to combat zombies. 
The crew is out on another supply run, gunning down 
countless ghouls as they go. The arrogant second-in-
command, Cholo DeMora, causes the death of a crew 
member when he attempts to retrieve non-essential 
items (alcohol and tobacco). Riley Denbo, the man in 
charge if the operation, has had enough of Cholo. 
Upon returning to the fortress city, he quits the job.
It is at this point in the film where everything becomes 
somewhat predictable and mediocre. Riley gets into 
an argument over a stolen vehicle, and a bar fight en-
sues. Then, a damsel in distress, has a cage match with 
two zombies. Riley, of course, comes to the rescue. 
Following this, the entire party is arrested for violent 

acts and misconduct. 
It is here that the 
true plot emerges.

The city of 
refugees is run by a 
tyrannical busi-
nessman named Paul 
Kaufman. This man 
has ensured that all 
the wealthy had ac-
cess to apartments 
while everyone else 
was forced to live in 
the streets. After a 
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failed attempt to bribe Kaufman into giving him one of these living 
spaces, Cholo hijacks the “Dead Reckoning” and threatens to level the 
entire city. Who else to be called to the rescue but the vehicle’s ex-
commander but Riley Denbo!

As Riley attempts to stop the “Dead Reckoning” from shelling 
the city, the zombies break in where Cholo broke out. Riley retakes con-
trol of the vehicle and returns to find that all hell has broken loose. He 
and his crew attempt to save what is left of the ruined city, but only man-
age to liberate a few civilians. All men and women who were inside 
buildings are slaughtered by the army of the dead. Riley and the remain-
der of his crew decide to abandon the city and ride away into the sunset.

All in all, “Land of the Dead” was a decent movie. The special 
effects were very well done, and the acting was spot on. However, the 
reasons that the film was not outstanding are plentiful. The movie itself 
was not very scary, and the suspension of disbelief was shattered when 
the living dead begin to learn and act… alive. If you are looking for a sci-
fi thriller, then “Land of the Dead” would be a good choice. But if you 
want a movie with suspense filled horror lurking around every bend, and 
gore filled zombie scenes, look elsewhere.

-Theo Hoffer-Schaefer

Carpe Diem!
What do you want to be when you grow up? A doctor? A fire-

man? A teacher? You probably don’t even know. But what if you were 
being forced into a career? What if you couldn’t choose what you wanted 
to be?
 In Peter Weir’s “Dead Poets Society” you will meet Neil Perry 
(Robert Sean Leonard), a young man whose father is urging him to be-
come a doctor.   No, more than urging. Perry’s father is forcing him to 
become a doctor. Young Neil is complacent with this career path early on 
in the film, but then his new unorthodox English teacher (Robin Wil-
liams) sparks his 
imagination. 
 Throughout 
the film Robert 
Leonard’s character 
is trying to do the 
balancing act of sat-
isfying his father 
while tapping into 
his creativity with 
his English teacher. 
The movie is capti-
vating up until about 
three-fourths in, 
when it seems like 
Peter Weir is trying 
to drag the viewer 
along to the end. 
Despite this, the 
acting is superb - 
Robin Williams comes off as intellectual and Robert Leonard is a well-
represented troubled soul. The film also has a great atmosphere,  and it 
really feels as if the movie takes place in an elitist preparatory school.
 The movie does a great job serving its purpose, by stressing the 
importance of being an individual and being creative. It also shows how 
great teachers can help bring out the creativity and imagination of others, 
and help them become unique and free-minded. 

-Jon Rosofsky 

Grease
 You have probably passed numerous signs walking to class, or 
overheard conversation revealing this year’s spring production choice, 
“Grease.” But the true news concerns the backbone of every production. 
Ms. Sadick-Brown is the brains behind Wilbur Cross theatre, but her most 
impressive accomplishments remain in her previous experiences. 
 Mrs. Sadick-Brown has been acting professionally since 1968, 
and at age 14 she was one of the youngest students to study acting at Yale 
University.  With the help of her acting coach, Constance Welch, Mrs. 
Sadick-Brown has 
played in produc-
tions such as “Mu-
sic Man”, “West-
side Story”,  “Once 
upon a Mattress”, 
and “Man of La 
Mancha”. But the 
most exciting and 
memorable play, 
Mrs. Sadick-Brown 
accounts, was “She 
Haunts Me,” in 
which she had to 
make almost 40 
costume changes! 
 “Grease” 
is a new production 
for her, and she is 
excited! She chose 
to put on “Grease” 
due to popular de-
mand from her stu-
dents. not a produc-
tion for her has par-
ticipated in previously, but she is excited to direct it this year. She chose 
put on “Grease” by popular demand of her students. Pleasing students is 
definitely an essential goal of this production, but has always been an 
important goal in all of her work.  

“Grease” will be running  on March 25, 26, 27, and 28th.

-Shay Taylor
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Runway Goes Green
 
 From organic 
cotton to bamboo,  the 
fashion industry is 
looking a little greener 
than usual. The change 
began with the world’s 
fight against global 
warming,  but as the 
demand for more envi-
ronmentally friendly 
products grew, the 
trend leaked into the 
fashion world. And this 
time, going green doesn't mean hippie tie dies.  It's simply 
sheik. Companies like Beyond Skin make shoes that contain no animal 
products and use recyclable materials for packaging.  A wide variety of 
other new fabrics also help complete these environmentally friendly lines. 
Materials such as wool, soy silk, and hemp have all hit the runways. One 
of the hottest new designers, Linda Loudermilk, has created a line of 
structured suits that are bound to change the world's interpretation of 
green. 
       All in all, this trend of eco-friendly fashion is the perfect addition to 
any respectable fashionista's wardrobe.  

-Alika Potts

ADVICE, ETC.

Welcome Class of 2012
You have made it this far.  You will now be granted the freedom and privi-
leges your past teachers have spoken of. You may uncover new adven-
tures and possibilities, challenge your beliefs and have your beliefs be 
challenged, grow fond of the taste of coffee, and begin to be told it goes 
by faster than you think. Here are five simple pieces of advice to ensure 
you make the most of your experience:  

1. Leave your immaturity behind 
In order to receive privileges,  you must deserve them. You are expected to 
be more responsible and behaved than you were during your time in mid-
dle school. Although there is no epiphany; no divine light shining down 
on you on your graduation day,  making you more adult, the requirements 
are not difficult to follow. Therefore, it is wise to follow them. It will 
make your life that much more pleasant. 

2. Colleges will see your every move from this point forward
Keep that in mind before doing something clearly foolish. And no, even 
Ivy League universities do not care about your middle school transcript. 
As of this moment you (hopefully) have a clean slate. The admissions 
officers do not see literally everything, but bear in mind there is a section 
on college applications for demerits (suspensions, expulsions, police ar-
rests).  Most universities require teacher recommendations as well. By 
acting immaturely in class,  the teachers will consequently have little good 
to say about you (so in a way, admissions officers realize nearly every-
thing about you.) Remember they also see how involved you are in the 
school and in the community. Do something good for the world.  

3. Don’t be afraid to challenge yourself

You will hear this hereinafter many times: You are only crippling yourself 
by not working to your capacity. It would be a shame to come to Wilbur 
Cross and learn absolutely nothing your entire duration here. Study some-
thing new, something you have never studied before. For those of you 
who plan on attending high ranking schools, such as the Ivies, don’t play 
the “GPA game” by getting A’s in easy classes to look more appealing. 
Universities like to see you that you are challenging yourself, and you 
will be at a complete disadvantage if you are admitted. 

4. Plan to attend a college
There, you will truly receive the freedom you have been told about. Col-
lege offers hundreds of subjects, classes, and opportunities,  present and 
future. Today, not attending college can have serious consequences,  even 
for jobs that didn’t require it ten years ago. Today, even a fraction of con-
venience store clerks hold bachelor’s degrees. Even those jobs are no 
longer open to people without an education. Luckily, you have control 
over what you wish to learn, and what you want to accomplish in life. 
Find a dream, and pursue it.

5. Beware of pride
You have made it this far,  so feel good—with moderation. Many students 
here will agree that there is nothing more humorous, or irritating than 
students who walk around thinking they are superior to the staff or other 
students. Snobbery is not attractive. 

-Christine Randall 

Fashion Alerts
Floral Dresses
Blossoming its way into the fashion world 
and off the runways, floral prints are defi-
nitely making a statement! Celebrities like 
Rihanna, Kerry Washington and Nicole Ri-
chie have all been spotted wearing this gar-
den of delight. You too can capture this fall 
trend by snagging your favorite floral dress 
at stores such as Forever 21 and Old Navy. 
Have fun with this look by mixing and 
matching patterns. Buy floral earrings or 
shoes to accessorize. Add a skinny belt for a vintage look, or a light scarf 
if bohemian is your style. Beware: never mix too much floral. Keep it at a 
moderate level or prepare to look like a walking garden wreck! 

Scarves 
Bohemian or edgy? Those are two 
ways you can wear this trend. 
Scarves have made their way onto 
everyone’s outfit. Whether you want 
to get dressy or lounge around, add-
ing a scarf will always brighten up an 
outfit.  Almost every celebrity has 
been seen wearing a scarf at least 
once. And now it’s your turn. Take a 
plain V-neck, add a scarf and see the 
difference. While wearing a scarf, 
never try to wear too much. Don’t 
add too many more accessories or it 
will take away from your outfit!

Keep in mind: fashion is what you make it. Have fun with it and express 
yourself. 

-Shay Taylor
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Ms. Insight
Dear Ms. Insight,
How do I break up with my boyfriend without hurting his feelings?
Sincerely,
Guilty Conscience

Dear Guilty Conscience,
 I understand the confusion you are experiencing right now. You 
can’t force yourself to stay with your boyfriend, but you don’t want to 
break his heart. You should try your best not to feel bad about what you 
are about to do. It isn’t your fault that you aren’t enjoying your relation-
ship anymore.  Maybe it is in the best interest of both of you for this rela-
tionship to end. Just be sure to go about it in the right way, so he isn’t left 
emotionally distraught.
 As tempting as it may seem, don’t take the 
easy way out. Texting or messaging him the bad 
news is definitely a bad idea.  It may seem less 
stressful to you, but he will probably get the impres-
sion that you didn’t care. The best way to break it to 
him is in person.
 Also, be honest with him. Making up a 
story can only make it worse. So whether you’ve 
found someone new or you’re just not attracted to 
him anymore, let him know.
 One of the most important things to re-
member is to respect his pride. Don’t hire a friend to 
do your dirty work for you. Finding out the truth 
from someone else would be even more crushing. 
Another mistake would be to break up with him in 
front of a crowd. Be as discrete as possible to protect 
him from embarrassment. Choose a time when there 
is no one else around.
 Keep in mind that it is possible to stay 
friends after a break-up.  Don’t ignore him when you 
see him, like many post break-up girls do. Once he 
gets over the shock of being dumped, there’s a 
chance that he won’t hold it against you. Even if you 
don’t become the best of pals, you will still avoid 
awkward situations by staying cool with each other.
 Now you are equipped with all the tools you 
need for a proper break-up.  Use them wisely.

Ms. Insight

If you have a problem that you would like Ms. Insight to help you with, 
please email her at msinsight@yahoo.com.

Jokes
Did you know that… the new prototype of a pilotless aircraft is now the 
White House of the Bush Junior epoch?

Lying – fighting for truth by alternative means.

In order to never iron a shirt, one should never wash it.
In order to never wash a shirt, one should never wear it.
In order to never wear a shirt, one should have thought earlier about re-
maining a monkey.

-Dad, why does overdue yoghurt turn green?
-Those, son, are the bacteria putting on their military camouflage and 
preparing to become bio-weapons.

The International House of Meters and Scales has developed new models 
of justice, truth and happiness. Unfortunately, they cannot be viewed just 
yet, because the House has not yet developed the necessary microscopes.

Women always have any answer ready for any question.

Is your conscience clear? Talk to your doctor about the possibility of scle-
rosis!

SPORTS
 Wilbur  Cross  Boys  Soccer  Team 

 As two-time champions of the Southern Connecticut Conference 
(SCC),  the Wilbur Cross Boys Soccer has started another season aggres-
sively. With most of the team being seniors this year,  they are playing 
what Assistant Coach Ryan Clough considers “the best schedule against 
the best teams.” Both Coach Edgar Miller and Assistant Coach Ryan 
Clough agree that the team is a nice group of culturally varied people 
with different playing styles that all come together. Their goals, accord-
ing to Coach Miller, are always the same: “Work hard, play as a team, 
possess the ball, and improve.”
 The captains of this season are Frank Guaman, Zachary Kafo-
glis, and Jacob Weisslander.  As Kafoglis prepares for another game, he 
modestly says that the title is a great honor, but that all of the players con-
tribute a great amount of talent. The first goal of the season was made by 
Naveed Khoshnood against the defending SCC champions, Cheshire 
High School.  When asked how he felt about it,  he replied: “I was just 
doing my job for the team. It’s not about the individual,  it’s about the 
team.” 
 The team is doing well this season, having defeated Xavier High 
School—which has one of the toughest soccer teams in the state.

-Faith Kim
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Best Start Since 1971!
        The Wilbur Cross varsity football team is starting off on the right 
foot.  The first game of the season was against the Hyde Wolves, and as 

expected it would be an unforgettable four quarters. Cross’ very own Tito 
Slaughter scored the first touchdown of the game in the first quarter,  but 
Hyde fought back and nearly won the game. The Wolves lost their 

chance, however, when they fumbled just yards from the end zone and 
missed a field goal attempt. The Governors took advantage of the Wolves 
fault, and the rest, as they say, is history. 
           It was clear that the Governors wanted to get a message out saying 
that it is a brand new season, and they are ready to win. The team kept 
their word in the next game against Xavier with the Governors’ defense 
dominating the Falcons in a 28-2 win. “Both teams fought hard, but we 

were just the better team 
that day,” says Dennis 
Saucier,  a junior and 
running back for the 
team. With the win 
against Xavier that put 
the Governors at 2-0, 
everyone was confident 
that Cross would be 
victorious once again 
in the game against the 

Amity Spartans. Everyone was right once again – the Governors beat the 
Spartans 35-28 with the offense showing their dominance over the Amity 
defense. 

After the loss to the Cheshire Rams, the Governors picked their 
heads-up and moved on to regain their winning streak by defeating Derby 
by 37-8, and having a 4-1 record so far. Cross believed they had the upper 
hand over Derby during the week of practice but they never underesti-
mated Derby only because of their 0-3 record. Cross now has to fix any 
mistakes previously made in order to get into the playoffs. 

-India Moye and Matthew Osorio 

Tampa Bay Shocks All
 Can you guess who clinched the American League division in 
the MLB this year? It wasn’t the Red Sox or even the Yankees -- it was 
the Tampa Bay Rays. Yeah, you heard me correctly. The Rays took the 
division with 95 wins and 65 losses just two games ahead of the Boston 
Red Sox. If you didn’t know already, last season the Rays (originally 

called the Devil Rays) had the worst record in baseball with 66 wins and 
96 losses. With the players and staff blaming all of their bad luck on their 
name, the team decided to get a new look along with some new players in 
hopes of making it to the World Series for the first time in their franchise  
history. Although it could have been the name change that contributed to 
the Rays and their change of luck, both the new and veteran players 
helped out as well.  With pitchers like Scott Kazmir and James Shields and 
rookies like Evan Longoria, the team is bound to be unstoppable. The 
Rays will soon play the second placed Boston Red Sox in the ALDS, best 
out of seven games.  Those five games will decide who will make it to the 
World Series. 
Now the ques-
tion is who 
wants it more?

-India Moye
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Learning On the Job

Coaching a cheerleading squad is not easy work. Ms. Jaffer, the coach of 
the Wilbur Cross cheerleading squad, admitted that it is not quite what 
you would call a “dream job.” She has been coaching the team for the 
past three years. At a time when the girls were left without a coach, Mr. 
Quinn, Ms. Reynolds as well as Ms. Jaffer shared coaching duties. How-
ever, Ms. Jaffer is the only faculty member who is still continuing her 
work with the cheerleaders.  Although she wasn’t interested in coaching at 
first, Ms. Jaffer has grown to enjoy her position, and does not intend on 
quitting any time soon.

-Jerome Richardson, photos by: Shay Taylor`

Football:
Date Sport Opponent H/A-Facility

Time/
Result

Fri., 9/
12

V 
Foot-
ball

Hyde Leader-
ship

Home - Cross Football Com-
plex (Varsity Field)

W 18-12 
(OT)

Fri., 9/
19

V 
Foot-
ball

Xavier Home - Cross Football Com-
plex (Varsity Field)

W 28-2

Sun., 9/
28

V 
Foot-
ball

Amity Away - Shelton High School W 35-28

Fri., 10/
3

V 
Foot-
ball

Cheshire Away - Cheshire High Main 
Game field

L 14-33

Fri., 
10/10

V 
Foot-
ball

Derby/O'Brien 
Tech

Home - Cross Football Com-
plex (Varsity Field)

W 37-8

Fri., 10/
17

V 
Foot-
ball

East Haven Away - East Haven High 
School

7:00 p.m.

Fri., 
10/24

V 
Foot-
ball

Notre Dame-
West Haven

Home - Wilbur Cross Football 
Complex

3:30 
p.m.

Fri., 10/
31

V 
Foot-
ball

West Haven Away - WHHS-Ken Strong 
Stadium

7:00 p.m.

Fri., 11/
7

V 
Foot-
ball

Daniel Hand Home - Cross Football Com-
plex (Varsity Field)

3:00 
p.m.

Fri., 11/
14

V 
Foot-
ball

Hamden Home - Cross Football Com-
plex (Varsity Field)

3:00 
p.m.

Thu., 
11/27

V 
Foot-
ball

Hillhouse Home - Cross Football Com-
plex (Varsity Field)

10:30 
a.m.

Varsity Boys Soccer:
Date Sport

Oppo-
nent H/A-Facility

Time/
Result

Wed., 
9/10

V Boys 
Soccer

Cheshire Home - Rice Field W 2-0

Fri., 9/
12

V Boys 
Soccer

Xavier Away - Xavier H.S. L 1-0

Tue., 9/
16

V Boys 
Soccer

East Haven Away - East Haven High School L 1-0

Fri., 9/
19

V Boys 
Soccer

North Ha-
ven

Home - Rice Field
 

W 2-1

Mon., 
9/22

V Boys 
Soccer

Derby Away - Derby -Witek Park W 6-0

Wed., 
9/24

V Boys 
Soccer

Career/
Hillhouse

Home - Rice Field W 2-1

Mon., 
9/29

V Boys 
Soccer

Guilford Home - Rice Field L 2-0

Wed., 
10/1

V Boys 
Soccer

Branford Home - Rice Field W 2-1

Fri., 
10/3

V Boys 
Soccer

Xavier Home - Rice Field W 2-0

Tue., 
10/7

V Boys 
Soccer

Cheshire Away - Cheshire High School soc-
cer field

L 2-1

Fri., 
10/10

V Boys 
Soccer

East Ha-
ven

Home - Rice Field W 1-0

Tue., 
10/14

V Boys 
Soccer

North Ha-
ven

Away - Memorial Field L 2-1

Fri., 
10/17

V Boys 
Soccer

Derby Home - Rice Field 3:45 
p.m.

Mon., 
10/20

V Boys 
Soccer

Career/
Hillhouse

Away - East Shore Field 3:30 p.m.

Wed., 
10/22

V Boys 
Soccer

Branford Away - James L MacVeigh Alumni 
Athletic Complex - Turf Field

6:30 p.m.

Fri., 
10/24

V Boys 
Soccer

Guilford Away - Bittner Park - Guilford 3:45 p.m.
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Varsity Girls Soccer:
Date Sport Opponent H/A-Facility

Time/
Result

Wed., 
9/10

V Girls 
Soccer

Sheehan Away - Sheehan HS Riccitelli Turf 
Field

W 6-1

Fri., 9/
12

V Girls 
Soccer

Sacred Heart 
Academy

Home - Rice Field II
 

W 6-1

Tue., 9/
16

V Girls 
Soccer

East Haven Home - Rice Field II W 5-0

Fri., 9/
19

V Girls 
Soccer

North Haven Away - Memorial Field T 1-1

Mon., 
9/22

V Girls 
Soccer

Derby Home - Rice Field II W 10-0

Wed., 
9/24

V Girls 
Soccer

West Haven Away - WHHS-Ken Strong Sta-
dium

T 0-0

Mon., 
9/29

V Girls 
Soccer

Shelton Away - SHS Turf Stadium L 1-0

Wed., 
10/1

V Girls 
Soccer

Branford Away - James L MacVeigh 
Alumni Athletic Complex - Turf 
Field
 

W 5-0

Fri., 10/
3

V Girls 
Soccer

Sacred Heart 
Academy

Away - Sacred Heart Academy W 1-0

Tue., 
10/7

V Girls 
Soccer

Sheehan Home - Rice Field II W 5-1

Fri., 10/
10

V Girls 
Soccer

East Haven Away - East Haven High School W 6-2

Tue., 
10/14

V Girls 
Soccer

North Haven Home - Rice Field II W 3-0

Fri., 10/
17

V Girls 
Soccer

Derby Away - Derby- Witek Park 3:45 p.m.

Mon., 
10/20

V Girls 
Soccer

West Haven Home - Rice Field II
 

3:30 
p.m.

Wed., 
10/22

V Girls 
Soccer

Branford Home - Rice Field II 3:45 
p.m.

Fri., 
10/24

V Girls 
Soccer

Shelton Home - Rice Field II 3:45 
p.m.
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